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MINE

A Musical to commemorate the 1815 Heaton mining disaster

And Can It Be (John Wesley)

April 1815. After the singing of the hymn, Mr Parker, Jack Parker and their friends,
all pitmen, leave the Methodist house meeting for their next shift at Heaton Colliery.

Michael Clark
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A single Ab bell tolls (semi-breve notes in hymn tempo) while the cast walk slowly into position.
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As they make their way to the coal face, the reality of the Mine is presented.
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Explosion
J -7 Meanwhile, in the pit the miners are digging. Suddenly one of them smells stythe (fire-damp).

5 solo miners In their panic, one man lights a candle and in the resulting explosion Mr Parker is killed.
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Slow motion movement of miners

on scaffolding away from explosion.
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I Grieve for a Man
As they bring back the body of ther husband, and Jack Parker limps home injured, Mrs Parker sings an elegy.
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(to Johnny)
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to your ship in your smart sai-lors
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Boiling Water

Heaton Hall, the home of Mattherw White Ridley, Bart. The maids are in the middle of preparing tea for
Ridley's expected guests. These are the Lessees who are coming to renew their leases on Heaton Colliery.

Tea bell continues for first 8 bars
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Gentlemen, Gentlemen

The Lessees have arrived, together with the Pit Manager or Viewer, John Buddle (later
know as 'The King of the Coal Trade'). Ridley enters to find the Lessees ogling his maids.
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Matthew Ridley
Sunday afternoon. Jack Parker, the pitmen, women and children recount Ridley's development of his coal mines.
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ACT TWO

Get in Line

The pitmen come to get their wages at the Tommy Shop. Run by the pit owners these shops offered credit, shoddy goods and
liquor. In this song we see the pitmen, with their meagre wages, reduced still further by being obliged to settle up outstanding
accounts. The choice then is between food and drink. The pitwomen stand by. The clerks give out the money. The assistants
try to part themen from their money.
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Anna's Song
At this point Anna arrives to collect the wages due to her injured father. Several pitmen try to persuade her to

stay. She becomes increasingly angry and when Johnny tries to talk to her, she assumes he is merely
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What's to do man but bow your head? What's to do man_  bairns must be fed?
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Wife, bairns and pit they all dis-a- ppear,
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Johnny is so angry at what he sees happening to the
miners that he bursts out in an angry reprise of his
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Assistants and Clerks realise that Johnny represnets a serious challenge to the established order. From behind
chairs and beneath counters, clubs and sticks are produced. A menacing circle surround the pitmen and pitwomen.
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The Fight
It is Anna who reacts finally, launching an attack on the assistants. Johnny goes to her aid and is brutally beaten down.
General fighting breaks out and eventually the pitmen and pitwomen are chased out by the assistants and clerks leaving
Johnny, rather battered alone on stage.
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Where do I go from here?

Johnny, bruised and battered after the fight, and ruefully disconsulate
after Anna's rejection of him, considers his situation.
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BORERS' SONG

May 1815. Two borers, Andy and John are at the coal face, cautiously boring forward to see if there is any danger from the old
workings. Without realising it, they break through into the wastes - flooded workings of earlier pits. The water bursts through,
seven other disused and forgotten pit shafts collapse, and seventy five men and boys are trapped.
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The Kenton Rescue Attempt

A single voice, The Kenton Singer, tells of the attempt to break through into the Heaton workings by excavating the disused
Kenton mine and then trying to drive a tunnel through to the Heaton pit.
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Johnny, similarly grieves and finds Anna
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The Engines are Turning
Late May 1815. Most of the pitmen and pitwomen are reconciled to the tragedy and the death of their relatives. They are
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Historical View

The aftermath of the disaster from the point of view of the Ridley family. May 1815 to January 1816.
We learn of the health of George 111, the fate of Napoleon, balloon ascents, but little for the miners.
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You Live, You Breathe

Against the backdrop of this indifference, Anna, Johnny and Mrs Parker appeal not so musch
to the memory of the dead as to the needs of the living. And this has the desired effect.
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Additional group joins in
on each of the 8 entries
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The Pit's Started Draining

174 At last, the steam engines which have been pumping thousands of gallons of
water out of the flooded pit are successful, almost nine months after the disaster.
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Finale - Seize the Light

In the Wallsend graveyard, the funeral procession turns into something
much more positive: an affirmation that things can, and will change.
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77 Seize  the light.. make for the  sun- shine, for
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