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ACT TWO

Get in Line

The pitmen come to get their wages at the Tommy Shop. Run by the pit owners these shops offered credit, shoddy goods and
liquor. In this song we see the pitmen, with their meagre wages, reduced still further by being obliged to settle up outstanding
accounts. The choice then is between food and drink. The pitwomen stand by. The clerks give out the money. The assistants
try to part themen from their money.
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beer_ rea- dy, wil-ling hands keep the pou-ring stea- dy.
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Oats and flour sold bypound or pa-cket, shawlslikesilk, bright-ly co - loured pla- ckets. Cot-ton cloth here
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O-ver here the beer is fine, lots for all,just you get in line.
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Anna's Song
At this point Anna arrives to collect the wages due to her injured father. Several pitmen try to persuade her to

stay. She becomes increasingly angry and when Johnny tries to talk to her, she assumes he is merely

85 like all the rest. Pitman 1
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good bone set-ter.  An-na pe-tal here's a space. To sit and look in - to_your face?
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Have I to cope
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Anna

You've talked of slaves both

let me be!

For God's sake John-ny

I di-dn't mean, but can't you see.
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I've food to buy, my dad's still sick.

hun-dred pound.
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Take your wa-ges andspend your cash.
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sure who's the man. Look where beer is foa-ming ready, wil-ling hands keep the pou-ring steady.
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193 Pitmen
Beer must wait, of yourwife take heed. Af-ter a week's work in the pit.,
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What's to do man but bow your head? What's to do man_  bairns must be fed?
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Come on lads with you wellearned pay, raise each glass wash the dust a- way.
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S Af-ter a week's work in  the pit, thisis all we've to show for it. This is all we've to show for it.
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Johnny is so angry at what he sees happening to the
miners that he bursts out in an angry reprise of his
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Assistants and Clerks realise that Johnny represnets a serious challenge to the established order. From behind
chairs and beneath counters, clubs and sticks are produced. A menacing circle surround the pitmen and pitwomen.
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or-dained by God, each man set in hissta-tion, chal-lenge the law and you risk your sal-v-tion. In
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or-dained by God, each man set

in hissta-tion,  chal-lenge the law and you risk your sal-v-tion. In
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The Fight
It is Anna who reacts finally, launching an attack on the assistants. Johnny goes to her aid and is brutally beaten down.
General fighting breaks out and eventually the pitmen and pitwomen are chased out by the assistants and clerks leaving
Johnny, rather battered alone on stage.
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