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A single Ab bell tolls (semi-breve notes in hymn tempo) while the cast walk slowly into position.  

April 1815.  After the singing of the hymn, Mr Parker, Jack Parker and their friends, 

all pitmen, leave the Methodist house meeting for their next shift at Heaton Colliery.

ACT ONE

n

MINE

And Can It Be (John Wesley)

Len Young

Michael Clark

A Musical to commemorate the 1815 Heaton mining disaster
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spi rit- lay, fast bound in sin and na ture's- night. Thine eyes dif fused- a
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quick 'ning- ray. I woke the dun geon- flamed with light. My chains fell off, my
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heart was free, I rose, went forth and fol lowed- thee
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Picks
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swing blades ring rocks gleam main seam, it's coal.

69

f

Pno.

Throats burn wrists turn shoul ders- strain- at hors es- reign,
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As they make their way to the coal face, the reality of the Mine is presented.
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sho vels- drive arms strive chests heave picks cleave for coal.

80

Pno.

The grit, the slime, the dust and grime,
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drip ping- wa ter- all the time, sweat and strain your eyes a flame,-
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the shaft the rope pulls tight, de scend- through smoke to to tal- night, the
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steel mill's spark the on ly light, youhope your mar rer- dug it right for coal.
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cor fer- no good, the air is bad the shutt 'ring- gone. You hope to God you won't be done
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is it you? You're not due back!
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Back in the Parkers' home, Mrs Parker is surprised to 
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Blackout on scaffolding.  Spotlight on 

Mrs Parker at home as Johnny arrives.
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Ee but you've missed your Dad and Jack.
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They've just gone down for the mor ning- shift,they'rebreaking through to a new won drift.
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na vy's- done you proud it seems, you would fi gure- well in a young girl's dreams.
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Ee John it's good to have you here, I sore ly- missed you, oh my dear.
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Meanwhile, in the pit the miners are digging.  Suddenly one of them smells stythe (fire-damp). 

In their panic, one man lights a candle and in the resulting explosion Mr Parker is killed.
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stythe, now wait, you must keep cool, I'll choke, I'll burn it is n't- right, I'm
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get ting- out, give me some light. I've got a can dle,- set the tin der,- now
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flint, don't strike, we'll all be cin der,- no flames for God's sake, you've been told. The
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stythe will catch, it will ex - plode will ex -
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plode. Gas
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I grieve for a man who should have been,
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could have been the equ al- of an y- a live.- Yet I've seen him stand breath ing-
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fast, eyes down cast- beg ging- work just to help us sur vive.- He
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swea ted- for corfes full of coal and some cop pers- for bread. This is
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all there's to show for the life of my hus band,- he's dead. If you
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